
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Douglas Simms        

Department: Foreign Languages and Literature  Phone Number: (618) 650-2177 

E-mail Address: dsimms@siue.edu                 Campus Box: 1432 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  6 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Lovejoy Library 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
I am investigating a group of poems and riddles in an Anglo-Saxon manuscript (known as the Exeter Book) which 

include runic letters. These letters raise questions about the metrical attributes of the poetry's verses. My current 

research looks into how the writing of runes in these texts interferes with the metrical well-formedness of the poetry, 

and if this overlap can reveal anything about how these works were read, copied, or even meant to be performed. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
I need an assistant to help in the literary review of previous research. Ideally I would like someone who is happy to 

follow paper trails and learn how to gather materials for a review of research. Familiarity with foreign languages 

would be a plus, but not necessary. Most of the time would be spent identifying bibliographic citations, ordering 

these materials via Interlibrary Loan or ISHARE, and collecting/cataloging the material so that I can read and 

review it. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
At the end of this the URCA assistant will become proficient in the use of research databases, bibliographic citation 

forms, and navigating library resources for materials. Furthermore, the use of the bibliographies of works found in 

order to locate further works will be necessary. As a tangible outcome, the student assistant will have compiled a 

thorough and complete bibliography for this topic. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

No specific hours necessary 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation? N/A  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
N/A 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Familiarity with a foreign language a plus, but not required 



 

 


